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ro THE KNIGHTS, CITIZENS AND BURGESSES, 
In Parliament Assembled. 



eleventh report 



COMMISSIONERS OF THE IRISH FISHERIES, 

Pursuant to the Act 59 Geo. 3, c. 109, s, 66 ■ 

Being for the year ended the 5th of April 1830. 
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4 ELEVENTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS 

proving so satisfactorily the importance of such Works, not only to the Fisheries of 
the Coast on which they are situated, but to the agricultural interests of wild and 
extensive Maritime Tracts, which are in a very great degree indebted for the im- 
provements in cultivation and in general trade, both import and export, which have 
taken place, and are in a state of progressive advancement, to the Works of this 
nature which have been executed; than which, taken in conjunction with the 
improved intercourse by means of the Public Roads which have been opened, nothing 
can be better calculated to bring into active operation the incipient resources of the 
country. 

On the importance of continuing the Pier System of this Department, the Com- 
missioners have, in a recent communication with the Government, freely expressed 
their opinion. Satisfied of the great advantages that had already resulted from the 
construction of such Works, they felt it their duty to submit to the Government 
their declaration of that fact, and at the same time to state, that sundry applications, 
accompanied by offers of contribution, had been made for aid to erect Piers in 
places most desirable for that purpose, but for the construction of which the Com- 
missioners would enter into no engagement without some annual renewal or other 
augmentation of the Fund applicable to these Works. 

The whole of the Fishery Laws having, in pursuance of the Act of the 7 of Geo. IV. 
c. 47, expired on the 5th April 1830, the Bounties payable under those Laws have 
expired also. Previous however thereto, the Commissioners considered it expe- 
dient to apprise the Government of their approaching termination, and to acquaint 
them that many and important objects connected with the Irish Fisheries would 
remain to be performed after that day, for the execution of which, if a suitable pro- 
vision was not made by the Legislature or the Government, great inconvenience, if 
not actual injury, would accrue to that most interesting branch of public industry. 

The subjects of prominent interest to the Fisheries, are the Construction of 
Piers and Quays, the operation of the Loan Fund, Bounties and Regulations for the 
prevention of injurious Fishing, and for affording suitable protection to those 
engaged in the legal and peaceable prosecution of the Fisheries. 

Upon some of these points differences of opinion exist amongst the Commis- 
sioners themselves ; but as they are aware that the whole subject at present engages 
the attention of the Government, which is in possession of the fullest information 
which this Department could supply, the Commissioners refrain from entering into 
particulars on which unanimity could not be attained, confidently relying that this 
branch of national industry, which has already produced so much benefit to the 
country, will continue to experience the fostering protection of the Government and 
the Legislature. 

The Commissioners having been sanctioned in continuing the exercise of their 
functions beyond the 5th of April upon the responsibility of Government have the 
opportunity afforded them of submitting to the Parliament another Annual Report ; 
and in availing themselves thereof, beg to express their earnest hope that the Irish 
Fisheries will still continue to receive that just and reasonable share ot Legislative 
encouragement, which had already established the character and prosperity ot the 
British Fisheries, long before a corresponding encouragement was introduced into 
Ireland, and they feel warranted in taking this opportunity of expressing that hope, 
from the fullest conviction of the importance of the Fisheries to this country in 
all their various bearings, whether as a nursery for seamen, as a means of affording 
subsistence to a poor and dense population, as a constant source of employ- 
ment for Maritime Industry, or even as a subject for future commercial specu- 
lation. 

The Commissioners now beg to present the usual yearly Returns, which form 
the Appendix to this Report. 

A true Copv, (signed) HENRY R. PAINE. 

H. Townsend, Sec. B - B. WOODWARD. 

GEO. WOODS. 

JOHN BURKE. 

A. R. BLAKE. 
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APPENDIX. 



t. — ACCOUNT of the number of Decked Vessels, Half Decked Vessels, Open Sail Boats, Row 
Boats ; total number of Fishermen employed ; number of Curing Houses, number of Men 
employed therein ; number of Coopers, number of Sail Makers, number of Net Makers ; 
and the total number of Fishermen and Tradesmen employed in the Irish Fisheries; in the 
year ended 5th April 1 830 _ p_ g 

2. — ACCOUNT of the number of Vessels which were fitted out upon the Tonnage Bounty 

in Ireland, and which sailed from the therein-mentioned Ports ; showing the Tonnage and Men 
thereof, the Fish taken on which Bounty was paid, and the Bounty also paid on the Tonnage, 
in the year ended 5th April 1830 p. 8 

3. — ACCOUNT of the number of Barrels of Herrings which have been marked for the Production 

Bounty in Ireland ; distinguishing those gutted with a knife from those otherwise gutted, with 
the amount of Bounty allowed thereon, in the year ended 5th April 1830 - - p. 8 

— ACCOUNT of the number of Cwts. of White Fish which has been marked for the Production 
Bounty, with the Bounty allowed thereon, in the year ended 5th April 1830 - ■ P- 9 

5- — ACCOUNT of Fish exported from the Fishery Districts of Ireland, between 5th April 1829 
and 5th April 1830; distinguishing the species of Fish, the Quantity, and the Places to which 

exported p. 9 

S. — ACCOUNT of Payments made in discharge of Officers Salaries, and also in discharge of the 
incidental Expenses of the Commissioners of the Irish Fisheries, for the year ended 5th' April 

l8 3° p. 10 

7 — ACCOUNT of the Annual Fund of £.5,000, late currency of Ireland, or £.4,615. 7 s . 8 d. 
present currency, granted to the Commissioners of the Irish Fisheries, pursuant to the Act of 
the 59 Geo. 3, c. 109, s. 66; and of all Sums contributed in aid of said Fund, for one year, 
from the 5th April 1829 to the 5th April 1830; and of the Engagements of the Board to the 
same period - p. 10 

8. — ACCOUNT showing the amount of all Promissory Notes passed by Fishermen throughout 

the entire Coast of Ireland, for the Repairs, Supplies and Outfit of their Boats, and for the 
building of new Boats ; also, the Repayments made on account of said Notes, the Arrear 
due on said Notes, and the Amount not yet due on said Notes, from the commencement of 

the Fund in the early part of 1827 to the 5th of April 1830 - - - - - p. 14 

9. — REPORT of James Donnell, Esq. Civil Engineer, on the Fishery Piers recently finished, 

as well as on such as are in progress of completion - - - - - -p. 14 
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Appendix, No. 1. 

AN ACCOUNT uf the Number ef Decked VESSELS, Hlfdecked Vee.e],, Open Sail Boat,, Bo» Boat,, Total 
Coopers, Number of Sail-makers, Number of Net- makers, and the Total Number of 



DISTRICTS 

STATIONS. 



I Wexford . 
' Bantry 
Baltimore - 
Dungarvan 
Glandore - 
Kinsale 
Valentia 
, Dingle 

( Westport - 
Galway 





Decked Vessels. 




Half-decked V 


ssels. 


Opens 


ail Boats. 


No. 


Tonnage. 


Men. 


No. 


| Tonnage. 


Men. 


No. 


j Men. 


•5 


275 


67 


27 


294 


121 


337' 


1,229 








‘ 






21 


92 


4 


7» 


25 


.8 


-57 


40 


43 


‘256 


39 


1,128 


245 


100 


1,231 


584 


69 


412 


59 


4,066 


366 


10 


268 


57 


250 


1,500 


85 


3,073 


576 


4 


60 


22 




5 


22 


723 


l6l 


22 


531 


154 


. 


50 


■ ' * 






79 


725 




413 


2,222 




170 


46 


5 


68 


24 


59 


294 


4 


107 


25 


27 


445 


143 


50 


226 


69 


1,239 


383 


64 


960 


320 


40 


200 


10 


317 




20 


309 


146 


16 


123 


5 


110 


30 


162 


2,133 


8 55 


46 


236 








5 


48 


24 


115 


805 


1 


16 


3 


28 


226 


141 


215 


1,448 


10 


170 


49 


21 


179 


84 


”7 


397 


12 


281 


59 . 


9 


150 


45 


499 


2,495 




' ' 


‘ 


15 


306 


48 


170 


522 


2 


64 


12 


163 


1,467 


652 


12 


48 


345 


9,810 


2,H7 


769 


9,457 


3,852 


2,483 


12,560 



Irish Fishery Office, T 
Dublin. J 
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Number of Fishermen employed, Number of Curing Houses, Number of Men employed therein, Number of 
Fishermen and Tradesmen employed in the Irish Fisheries, in the year ended 5th April 1830. 



b™ 


Boats. 


Total 
Number oi 


Fish Carers. 


Coopers : 


Sail Mahers : 


Net Makers : 


Total Number 
of 

Fishermen 






Fisliprmpn 




No. of Men 
employed 










No. 




"***■ 


No. of 

Curing Houses 


them. 






in the 
Fisheries. 


116 


709 


2,126 


Nil. 


Nil. 


140 


120 


76 


2,462 


502 


2,567 


2,659 


11 


11 


6 


. . . 


. . . 


2,676 


556 


3,356 


3,677 


43 


146 


Nil. 


8 


2,028 


5,859 


757 


3,974 


3,974 


12 


24 




- . - 




3,998 


300 


1,200 


2,441 


31 


uncertain. 


21 


4 


200 


2,666 


30 


145 


2,068 


Nil. 




Nil. 


Nil. j 


All the fisher- 
men's families 
are net-makers. 


| 2,068 


59 


33 i 


934 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil. 


5 




939 


440 


2,206 


2,571 


8 


Nil. <J 


Many coopers, 

ployed in the 
fishery. 


} 3 { 


Between men, 
women and chil- 
dren ; suppose 
about 700 in the 
season. 


j 3,274 


- - 




2,614 


- - 




. - . 






2,614 


641 


3.341 


3,705 


36 


74 


20 


10 


100 


3,909 


356 


1,973 


2,367 


397 


1,066 




1 


278 


3,712 


270 


1,080 


1,983 


* - 


- - 


- - - 






1,985 


577 


3,551 


3,920 


623 


1,869 


8 


6 { 


inserted in ac- 
count of curers. 


} 5,803 


662 


3,508 


4,629 


210 


1,282 


120 


13 


500 


6,544 


190 


1,060 


1,889 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil. { 


The fishermen 
their sail maker 


themselves arc 
&c. 


} h»Sg 


24 


81 


1,673 


The fishern 


len’s cabins 




- . . 






1,085 


4 , 79 ' 


5 , 32 i 


No regular 


■ring houses 




- - . 


- - . 


5,321 


1,219 


4,876 


7,475 


23 


764 


28 


4 


600 


8,871 


1,295 


5 , 7 H 


6,284 


3 ° 


300 


12 


6 


- - . 


6,602 


443 


i ,749 


2,461 { 


No established 


f Cured by the 


Very few her- 


Fishermen 
make their own 
sails. 


Made by women, 








l families. 


for bounty. 


to 5 , 000 . 


f 2,501 


9,522 


46,212 


64,771 


1,424 


5,536 


355 


222 


3,782 


75,366 



H. Townsend. 
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